Reader’s Notebook


Throughout the course of this semester you will be required to read at least two books independently.  These books must be of a caliber expected of college freshman.  For each of these books you must let me know ahead of time in one of the required reader’s responses what book you have chosen and why you have chosen it.  If you need help choosing a book, look through these resources.  Keep in mind though that just because it shows up on one of these lists does not make it appropriate reading material for a college class (for example: Twilight)
College Bound Reading List
A Summer Reading List for College Freshman
The 100 Most Recommended Works
Best Books of the 20th Century
The Best Books Ever

Why are you being required to read additional books for a composition class?  The more you read, the more your writing will improve.  When you read Facebook statuses, current new articles, even the subtitles in movies, you become a more efficient reader and expand your vocabulary.  As these attributes improve, your reading for other college classes will become easier as well as your writing skills.  It’s a win-win situation.

Reader’s Notebook:
You will turn in a reader’s notebook entry as they are assigned on the class schedule.  Each reader’s notebook entry should meet the following criteria:

· Contain a brief summary of what is occurring in your book (don’t give everything away).

· Discuss your feelings about what you are reading.  What do you think about the plot?  The characters?  What are you reminded of as you read?  What I’ll be looking for here is to see how you’re processing what you’re reading, so you need to include your thoughts.

· If it’s the first time you’re talking about a book, tell me what made you choose it.  Why did it appeal to you?

· Length: 500 word minimum

Book Review:

Twice this semester you will submit a book review.  The rubric is attached (see back).  See course schedule for due dates.
Book Review Rubric

	Requirements
	Earned
	Possible

	Grammar & Spelling properly used throughout.  Complete sentences.
	
	2

	Length & Depth: Book review should be a minimum of 2 typed, double-spaced pages discussing both the merits of the piece of work as well as the reader’s opinions on plot & character development, the ability of this work to stand the test of time.  Review should not focus too much on plot, but rather should discuss how the author used the elements of writing to capture their readers attention (or how they didn’t).
	
	6

	Your opinion – who would you recommend this book to?  Be a little specific (don’t just say everyone, what type of people would enjoy it?) What rating (1-5 stars) would you give this book?  Why?
	
	2

	Character description – If your book is fictional, what are the main characters like?  If it’s poetry describe what type of poetry, non-fiction, who’s it based on?
	
	4

	Plot summary – discuss the plot (fiction), but do NOT give away the ending.  Give enough to really interest readers (don’t just vaguely go over events – give some depth).  If it’s poetry discuss what the poetry’s about, what are the main themes?  Non-fiction – what is the book based on?  What do you think the author’s purpose was in writing it?
	
	6

	TOTAL POINTS
	
	20

	Comments: 


